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H air coloring for pets has evolved from a 
niche grooming trend into a form of artistic 
expression. When practiced responsibly, 
creative coloring transforms pets into living 

canvases while prioritizing their comfort, health and 
emotional well-being. For groomers and artists alike, 
the work sits at the intersection of technical skill, 
animal behavior knowledge and aesthetic vision.

The foundation of this art form is safety. Only dyes 
specifically formulated for animals should be used 
— typically vegetable-based, non-toxic and free from 
harsh chemicals such as ammonia or peroxide. 
Professional-grade products made for pets are 
designed to sit on the coat rather than penetrate the 

hair shaft, minimizing 
irritation and allowing 

color to fade 
gradually. Patch 
testing, careful 
application and 
adherence to 
manufacturer 

guidelines are 
components of 

ethical practice.

Equally important is the pet’s temperament. Not 
every pet is a candidate for creative dyeing. Skilled 
professionals are prepared to stop if a pet shows signs 
of anxiety. Artistry should never override welfare.

Dyes work best on lighter colored dogs. Different fur 
types affect the outcome and potency of the product. 
Wiry coats need a longer set time and sometimes do 
not get as bright the first time and tend to wash out 
quicker than fluffy coats.

Not all coloring products can be used on just any pet. 
For example, with the OPAWZ Pet Dye product lines:

•  Coloring shampoo: For use on guinea pigs, dogs, 
cats, rabbits, horses

•  Blow pens & paint pens: For use on dogs, cats, 
rabbits, horses

•  Semi permanent: For use on dogs, cats, rabbits, 
horses

•  Permanent: For use on dogs and horses

Lightening the pet's naturally dark hair to prep for dye 
is only for dogs and horses.

From a creative standpoint, the possibilities are 
expansive. Many stylists specialize in subtle 
enhancements — accented ears, colored tails, toes/

feet, mohawk, stencil artwork, adding a splash of 
favorite sports team colors, or breed-specific pattern 
highlighting — while others produce elaborate themed 
designs inspired by holidays, pop culture or nature. 
Competitions around the world now showcase intricate 
work that blends grooming structure with color theory.

Professionals should educate pet guardians about the 
process, maintenance and temporary nature of the color.

Critics sometimes question whether dyeing is done for 
human enjoyment rather than the animal’s benefit. 
This concern underscores the importance of ethical 
intention. When performed with gentle handling, 
appropriate products and respect for the pet’s limits, 
the experience is no more intrusive than traditional 
grooming — and for many well-socialized pets, it 
becomes another form of attention.

Pet dyeing as artwork challenges the industry to 
balance creativity with compassion. At its best, it 
celebrates individuality, showcases professional 
expertise and elevates grooming into a respected 
artistic craft — all while keeping the animal’s welfare 
firmly at the center.

One of these times, give it a try!

Color Me
Dyes make pets bold, bright and beautifully groomed
HAPPY

100 S. Glengarry Drive, Geneva
630-232-8663 • www.depawpetresort.com

DePAWPetResort.com

Featuring suites with 
soft blankets, raised 

beds, soothing music, 
holiday meals, planned 

activities & social events 
with lots of love & 

affection.

Enjoy group play, group 
games, staff interaction, 

& special events. 
Or sign up for activity-

based day care with 
puzzles, artwork, agility, 

treadmill, pack walks, 
& more!

Big or Small we groom 
them all. Custom or 

breed specific haircuts. 
Or enjoy the spa with 

premium & basic baths, 
desheds, nails, dye 
services & more!

Using balanced 
leadership & affection 
to meet specific needs 
& goals gives positive 

results & relationships. 
Free Puppy Socialization 

on Saturdays. Call to 
join us!


